
For further information: 
Contact Lise Babin at 416-522-8488  
or email info@wccm-canada.ca

The Canadian Christian Meditation Community 
(CCMC) invites you to attend the 

Biennial National Conference Retreat  

July 24–26, 2026 
Victoria College at University of Toronto,  

91 Charles St. West, Toronto, Ontario

Keynote speaker Tom Mustill 
With Chief R. Stacey Laforme and 

Laurence Freeman, OSB

Presented by  
The Canadian Christian Meditation Community 

wccm-canada.ca

Visit https://bit.ly/CCMC-NC2026 to register 
online or scan the QR code below.

Register early, as residential and commuter 
spaces are limited. 

All are welcome —no prior meditation 
experience needed.

Live in: $355 + room fees (see *next panel) -  
Single or double room with shared bathroom. 
Includes two nights accommodation (breakfast 
included with room fee), three meals and a  
cocktail reception from Friday dinner through 
Sunday lunch.

Commuters: $355 ($180 for Students) - Includes 
three meals and a cocktail reception from Friday 
dinner through Sunday lunch.

Online participants: $130 ($65 for Students) -  
You can attend the talks and meditations live. 

If you require flight arrangements, contact  
CCMC Member Mona Agia (Voyages Régence) at 
monaagia47@gmail.com.

* ROOM RESERVATION 

Air conditioned rooms have been blocked at Victoria 
University. Visit https://bit.ly/CCMC-NC2026 or call 
416-585-4524 before February 24, 2026 to reserve 
a room. Terms of reservation are as per Victoria 
University policy. 

$ 112.25 single room/night (includes 1 breakfast) 
+ HST

$ 149.50 double room/night (includes 2 
breakfasts) + HST

If reserving a double room, one of the two people 
is responsible for payment. 

Please note the following deadlines:

■	 February 24, 2026 for room reservations  
(room payment due July 17)

■	 June 24, 2026 for Live In & Commuters 
registration fee

■	 July 17 for Online Participants registration fee

CANCELLATION POLICY
If you need to cancel your Conference 
registration and request a refund, please 
email your request on or before June 24, 
2026 to Lise at info@wccm-canada.ca  
Telephone cancellations are not eligible for 
a refund. 
A 15% administrative fee will be charged on 
all cancellations. Cancellations after June 
24, 2026 will not receive a refund, regardless 
of circumstances.

2026 CCMC National Conference Retreat 

REGISTRATION DETAILS

http://wccm-canada.ca
https://bit.ly/CCMC-NC2026


Fr. Laurence Freeman is a monk of the Benedictine 
Congregation of Monte Oliveto Maggiore.  
Fr. John Main was his teacher and Fr. Laurence 
assisted him in establishing the foundations of 
the Community. Fr. Laurence is the author of a 
number of books on Christian Meditation. He 
travels extensively giving presentations and leading 
Christian Meditation Retreats.

CCMC member Sandra Vandervaart will lead a 
workshop on non-violent communication; how 
our tone, body language, words and non-verbal 
elements impact our communication with others.

Louise Hébert-Saindon, president of Méditation 
Chrétienne du Québec et des régions francophones 
du Canada will lead a meditation workshop on 
“battling our inner demons” as we progress through 
our life pilgrimage.

Venue 
Victoria College Chapel 
Victoria College, University of Toronto 
91 Charles Street West, Toronto, ON M5S 1K5

Accommodation 
Accommodation is available at Rowell Jackman Hall 
residence which is right beside the venue.  
A limited number of single and double air 
conditioned rooms are available with a shared 
bathroom. See Room Reservation overleaf.  
Rooms need to be reserved directly with  
Victoria University (which includes  
Victoria College) by February 24, 2026.

Online Participation 
A company that specializes in audio video 
production will live-stream the conference talks  
and meditations.

All registrants will receive recordings of the  
talks after the event.  

The 2025 theme of the World Community for 
Christian Meditation, “The Risk of Living Together,” 
invited us to rediscover the courage, humility, 
and openness required to build authentic human 
community. As Laurence Freeman reminded us, 
living together is a risk “because things can go 
wrong… conflicts and misunderstanding can arise. 
The ego, of course, gets in on everything”. Yet he 
also insists that our shared dignity and common 
ground offer the strength we need to take that risk 
with hope.

The Canadian Christian Meditation Community’s 
2026 National Conference builds directly on this 
foundation. Our theme—Transforming Together 
in Peace: Reconnecting Humanity and the Living 
Earth—extends the WCCM invitation to live together 
by widening the circle of relationship. In a time of 
ecological disruption, species loss, and cultural 
fragmentation, we recognize that the risk of living 
together includes not only our relationships with one 
another, but also our relationship with the Earth and 
its biodiversity. To live together in peace is to live 
with the living world, not apart from it.

Contemplative practice offers a pathway into this 
deeper, more integrated way of being. Meditation 
quiets the ego that Laurence warns can distort our 
relationships, allowing us to encounter others—
human and more‑than‑human—with clarity, 
compassion, and reverence. In stillness, we learn 
again that we belong to one another and to the 
Creation that sustains us. This contemplative 
awareness becomes the ground for ethical action, 
reconciliation, and ecological responsibility.

Our conference invites all participants to rediscover 
that common ground—within ourselves, with one 
another, and with the living Earth.

Tom Mustill is a conservation 
biologist turned filmmaker and 
writer, specialising in stories 
where people and nature meet.  

His first book How to Speak 
Whale: A Voyage into the Future 

of Animal Communication has won several awards, 
been translated into 13 languages and was a New 
Yorker Best Book of 2022. His film collaborations, 
often with Greta Thunberg and David Attenborough, 
have won two Webbys, a BAFTA, two Emmy 
nominations, gone viral (one film was viewed 
80+million times), been played at the UN, in Times 
Square, and on the Pyramid Stage at Glastonbury. 
He is an ambassador for Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation. 

Chief R. Stacey LaForme is the 
former Chief of the Mississaugas 
of the Credit First Nation, a 
respected storyteller, poet, 
and advocate for leadership, 
reconciliation, and environmental 

stewardship. Elected to Council in 1999, he served 
his community for more than twenty years, guiding 
important advancements in governance and 
cultural preservation. His leadership raised national 
awareness through his role in the Pan Am/Parapan 
Am Games, where the MCFN became the first 
official Host First Nation. An Honorary Senior Fellow 
at Massey College, recipient of the King Charles III 
Coronation Medal, and author of Living in the Tall 
Grass, LaForme continues to inspire understanding 
and unity across Canada.

With Irish and English roots, 
Laurence Freeman was 
educated by the Benedictines 
and studied English Literature at 
New College, Oxford University. 
Before entering monastic life, 

he worked with the United Nations in New York, as 
well as in banking and journalism. He is the Director 
and Spiritual Guide of the World Community of 
Christian Meditation (WCCM), a global, inclusive, 
contemplative community.  

Former Chief & Indigenous Leader | Reconciliation, Leadership &
Environment Expert
Chief R. Stacey LaForme is the former Chief of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, a respected
storyteller, poet, and advocate for leadership, reconciliation, and environmental stewardship. Elected to
Council in 1999, he served his community for more than twenty years, guiding important advancements
in governance and cultural preservation. His leadership raised national awareness through his role in
the Pan Am/Parapan Am Games, where the MCFN became the first official Host First Nation. An
Honorary Senior Fellow at Massey College, recipient of the King Charles III Coronation Medal, and
author of Living in the... Read More

Videos Expertise Podcasts Media Interviews Books Articles
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CHIEF R. STACEY LAFORME BIOGRAPHY
Chief R. Stacey LaForme is the former Chief of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and a respected voice for
reconciliation, leadership, and environmental stewardship in Canada.

Born and raised on the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation territory, Chief LaForme began his leadership journey
when he was first elected to Council in 1999. Over the course of more than two decades, he served seven terms,
guiding initiatives that strengthened cultural identity, governance, and community engagement.

During his tenure as Chief, he prioritized open communication between elected Council and members living both on
and off reserve. His leadership was grounded in respect, collective responsibility, and a vision for an inclusive and
sustainable future.

Chief LaForme played a pivotal role as Chair of the Pan Am Games Secretariat, where he secured recognition for the
Mississaugas of the Credit as the first official Host First Nation of the Pan Am/Parapan Am Games. This milestone
elevated Indigenous representation on an international platform and underscored the importance of partnership
and visibility for First Nations communities.

Throughout his career, Chief LaForme has been a committed advocate for protecting the environment and advancing
reconciliation through education and dialogue. His environmental philosophy reflects a deep respect for Mother
Earth and emphasizes the shared duty to preserve the planet’s well-being for future generations.

In recognition of his leadership, Chief LaForme received the 2024 Friend of the Greenbelt Award for his consistent
advocacy for environmental, ecological, and cultural preservation. He is also a recipient of the King Charles III
Coronation Medal and holds the distinguished title of Honorary Senior Fellow at Massey College, where he joins the
Duke of Edinburgh and the Chancellor of Oxford among the few to receive this honour.

Beyond his leadership, Chief LaForme is an acclaimed storyteller and poet whose work brings the values of
reconciliation and empathy to audiences across Canada. His writing reflects the Seven Grandfather Teachings and
offers insights into human connection, community, and healing.

His celebrated poem “Remember” is featured on the Veterans Memorial and continues to inspire reflection on
history, sacrifice, and unity. His poetry collections Living in the Tall Grass: Poems of Reconciliation and Love, Life,
Loss and a Little Bit of Hope explore themes of change, resilience, and the human spirit.

Chief LaForme’s storytelling bridges traditional teachings with contemporary understanding, encouraging individuals
and organizations to think critically about leadership, responsibility, and belonging. His message focuses on the
strength that comes from kindness, humility, and shared purpose.

A lifelong advocate for health and wellness, Chief LaForme promotes daily balance through fitness, reflection, and
gratitude. His commitment to personal wellness aligns with his belief that strong leaders must nurture both body
and spirit to serve their communities effectively.

Following his retirement from elected office, he continues to guide conversations on environmental consciousness,
governance, and Indigenous leadership. Through Sacred Trust Consulting and other foundations, he supports
initiatives that foster awareness, mental health, and sustainability.

Chief LaForme’s insights are sought after by organizations, educational institutions, and policy leaders seeking to
advance reconciliation and ethical leadership. His ability to blend historical understanding with forward-thinking
dialogue positions him as a respected voice on the future of Indigenous relations in Canada.

Today, Chief R. Stacey LaForme continues to write, speak, and mentor with the same humility and passion that have
defined his career. His work reminds Canadians of the enduring connection between people, land, and spirit,
offering a vision of reconciliation rooted in respect and collective responsibility.

 

Chief R. Stacey LaForme Topic
Presentations
Chief R. Stacey LaForme Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada delivers keynote presentations,
workshops, fireside chats, moderated Q&A, and other presentation formats on a wide variety
of topics. Each presentation is unique, customized and tailored for audiences, industries,
conferences and event formats.

REQUEST AVAILABILITY

Chief R. Stacey LaForme
Speaking Testimonials

Chief R. Stacey LaForme
Speaker Topic Ideas

You May Also Like
Related Speakers

BOOK CHIEF R. STACEY LAFORME

FAQ

Chief R. Stacey LaForme keynote speaker is an expert presenter and has a wide range of experience speaking to a
wide variety of audiences and organizations. Chief R. Stacey LaForme delivers keynotes, workshops & training
sessions. They may also host or emcee events. Hire Chief R. Stacey LaForme from Niagra Falls, Ontario for your
event to inspire the audience to take action and make change in their work and their lives. Your workplace will
benefit from our keynote speaker and their keynote talks and speeches will shift the mindsets or behaviours for the
audience members in Canada. 

Are You Planning An Event?
Email us events@speakerscanada.com

Call us 1.866.420.3338

CONTACT US

Want To Become A Speaker?
We are always expanding our network and roster. Click below to find out how to submit your application.

BECOME A SPEAKER

We acknowledge with respect that our work spans across the ancestral and traditional territories across Turtle Island, with

our offices located in the land of territories of Indigenous, Inuit & Métis Peoples of Treaty 6 and Treaty 7. At our Edmonton

office, we are situated on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional gathering place for diverse Indigenous Peoples. This land honors the

Cree, Blackfoot, Métis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene, Ojibway, Saulteaux, Anishinaabe, Inuit, and many others who have

shaped our community. At our Calgary office, we are located on Treaty 7 territory, which is home to the Blackfoot

Confederacy, including the Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai First Nations, and the Stoney Nakoda tribes comprising the Chiniki,

Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations, Tsuut'ina First Nation, and the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region III. We recognize and

honour the cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and deep connection to land, water, and communities that enrich our

shared heritage. Their ongoing contributions continue to help build meaningful connections and influence for our community,

providing guidance for us to heal and grow from our past.
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Chief R. Stacey LaForme
NIAGRA FALLS, ONTARIO

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Main Video

Chief R. Stacey LaForme

Indigenous Initiatives Speaker Series:
A Conversation With Chief R. Stacey
Laforme

Play

Video 2

Chief R. Stacey LaForme

Who Am I ? Chief Stacey Laforme ,
Kevin Hearn, Josh Finlayson And Hugh
Marsh

Leading With Humanity: Building A Collective Future 

The Path to Reconciliation: Walking Together in Understanding 

The Voice of the Land: Environmental Stewardship Through
Indigenous Wisdom



Stories That Heal: The Power of Indigenous Storytelling 

Remember Who You are: Wisdom for Leadership and Life 

Thank you to SBC for bringing Chief R. Stacey
LaForme to our event, it was an absolute
pleasure to have him! He was absolutely
wonderful, and attendees came to us during and
after the event to express their gratitude for the
words that Chief LaForme shared. It was so
wonderful to work with him, and greatly
appreciate his accommodation, as it started off
our event in such an amazing way. Thank you to
Chief LaForme for sharing your voice with us,
your amazing and powerful energy was strongly
felt and continued with us throughout the event.
A very big thank you for being with us for such a
powerful evening! We look forward to working
together again!  

Monika Bent
Event Management Specialist

York Region District School Board

Health Performance
Personal Growth
Resilience & Adversity
Business Management
Academic
Associations & Unions
Community Engagement Events
Department Meeting
Education & Teachers
Environment & Climate Change
Government Departments & Agencies
Guest Panelists
Higher Education, Campus & University
Influencial Voices & Thought Leaders
Inspirational & Engaging
Motivation
Nonprofits, Charities & Foundations
Politicians
Professional & Top
Sustainable Development

Leadership & Equity Specialist |
Representation, Storytelling &

Education Expert

Dr. Dean Barnes
Dr. Dean Barnes is a Canadian
speaker, podcaster, collector,
and education leader who
shares powerful stories of
leadership, equity, and...

 Burlington, 

Leadership
Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion
Inclusive Leadership
Teamwork
Cultural Diversity
Leadership and Change
Business & Corporate
Athletes & Sports
Inspirational Leadership

Speaker Topics
Dr. Dean Barnes

Former WestJet VP | Leadership &
Workplace Culture | Branding And

Marketing Expert

Richard Bartrem

View Profile Preview Topics

Richard Bartrem is the former VP
of Marketing Communications at
West Jet, who is now a speaker
and expert on leadership, brand,
marketing &...  , Alberta Calgary

View ProfileGo Back

Business Growth
Customer Service &
Experience
Innovation & Creativity
Brand Strategy &
Storytelling
Business Ethics & Values
Business Leadership
Public Relations & Media
Training
Consumer Behaviour

Speaker Topics
Richard Bartrem

Business Leader & Leadership Coach
| Designing Healthy Cultures | Grief &

Loss Literacy

Dina Bell-Laroche

View Profile Preview Topics

Dina Bell-Laroche is a grief doula
and death educator that has
been advocating for grief and
loss literacy since the death of
her younger...

 , OttawaOntario

View ProfileGo Back

Business & Corporate
Business Growth
Leadership
Personal Leadership
Women's Leadership
Innovation & Creativity
Leadership Development
Peak Performance
Health & Wellness

Speaker Topics
Dina Bell-Laroche

Leadership And Team Building |
Psychological Safety & Purpose

Driven Life Expert

Caroline Berglund

View Profile Preview Topics

Caroline Berglund is a writer,
speaker, workshop facilitator,
and storyteller with more than
twenty-five years of experience
helping...

 , Alberta Calgary

View ProfileGo Back

Collaboration
Communication
Conflict Resolution
Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion
Employee Engagement
Employee Management
Humour in the Workplace
Hybrid Workplace
Inclusive Leadership

Speaker Topics
Caroline Berglund

Culture Strategist | Systems
Thinking, Inclusive Leadership &

Workplace Transformation

Dr. Janelle Abela
Dr. Janelle Abela is a systems
strategist, researcher, and
organizational culture architect
who helps leaders build
equitable, high-trust,...

 , 

Innovation & Creativity
Business Leadership
Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion
Accessibility
Cultural Diversity
Inclusive Leadership
Unconscious Bias
Workplace Culture
Women In Business

Speaker Topics
Dr. Janelle Abela

How To Book Chief R. Stacey LaForme For An Event?



Interested In Booking Chief R. Stacey LaForme For An Event? 

How Much Does It Cost To Hire Chief R. Stacey LaForme For A
Keynote Presentation Or Virtual Event?



Chief R. Stacey LaForme Disclaimer 

Home > Keynote Speakers > Chief R. Stacey LaForme

CHECK IN: July 24, 2026, 4 pm to 6:00pm 

OPENING DINNER: 6:00pm

OPENING SESSION: 7:15pm

CONCLUSION: 1:15pm July 26, 2026 after 
lunch


